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This comic book captures discussions from online workshops held with workers
from Accra, Ghana, and Bangkok, Thailand, in November 2024 for continued
learning and discussion among all workers.

We hope these materials will help workers to:

Share experiences of the effects of rising electricity, food and transport costs.
Make sense of what is the root cause of the high cost of living.

Organize to challenge and change the system of economic inequality.

How to use the material:

Read the comic book with members of your organization or other workers and discuss what you see in
the illustrations.

Are your experiences the same or different from those of the workers in the illustrations?

What are you learning from these materials about:

Who decides the cost of things you need to live a decent, healthy life?
Who benefits from the high costs of food, electricity and transport?
Who suffers the most because of the high cost of living?

Discuss what you see in the illustrations about coming together and organizing. How can you use this way
of organizing and mobilizing where you work and live?
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HOW THE RISING COST OF
LIVING AFFECTS WORKERS




{ CoviD-1q HIGHLIGHTED THE

| S0CIAL INEQUALITY WE LIVE

| WITH AND, EVEN AFTER THE

| PANDEMIC, THE CRi5iS REMAINS.
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GET THROUGH THIS

THE CoST OF FoOD HAS
INCREASED WHILE EARNINGS
FROM WORK HAVE DECREASED.

MANY FAMILIES HAVE
USED THEIR SAVINGS
AND EVEN GONE iNTo
DEBT TO SURVIVE.




WITH THE CQST-OF-LiVING CRisi9, PEOPLE
WHG WERE ALREADY BATTLING FINANCIALLY
ARE Now EVEN MORE VULNERABLE.
weout\ums ARE HEIGHTENED AS
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THERE'S NO MONEY FOR
CHILDREN’s EDUCATION.
WITHOUT A GOOD
EDUCATION OUR CHILDREN
Do NOT HAVE A SECURE
FUTURE.

MOST WORKERS IN INFORMAL
EMPLOYMENT DON'T EARN A

DECENT INCOME AND FACE FOOD
INSECURITY, WHick CAN LEAD TO

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH
PROBLEMS.




TALKING ABOUT OUR PROBLEMS BRINGS GREATER
UNDERSTANDING ABOUT COMMON PROBLEMS AND
CAUSES THEM.

| AND ORGANIZING TOGETHER TQ FIGHT FOR
BETTER CONDITIONS STRENGTHENS THE
STRUGGLE FOR WORKER RIGHTS AND A BETTER
: ECONOMY FOR ALL.
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WHAT IS THE ROOT CAUSE
OF THE CRISIS?




/WHY ARE WE EAPERIENCING ONE )
H CRISIS AFTER Anome&?wno OR
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NO MATTER HOW HARD

WE WORK, WE SUFFER.

| MosT OF QUR WORK i5

| UNPAID OR UNDERPAID TO
KeeP PROFITS HIGH.




IF WoMEN WERE
FAIRLY COMPENSATED
| FOR THE WORK THEY

{ Do To chARE For THEIR |

COMMUNITIES, THERE .

WOULD BE LESS PROFIT

FOR THE GREEDY
CAPITALISTS.

PRESIDENT

| UNDER CAPITALISM, GOVERNMENTS

| PROTECT THE INTERESTS OF TRE
|WEALTHY ~THEIR BUSINESSES AND
{ PROPERTY - INSTEAD OF PROVIDING |
FOR THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE.
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4 PRIVATIZATION

: v
| UNDER THIS SYSTEM, PEOPLE ARE FORCED To PAY |: o!”-‘r“ui m‘?ﬁ'ﬁ‘f %NggLDDT'}\ERS E&J&E&‘é‘&

| FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICES SUCH AS HEALTH

CARE, EDUCATION AND PUBUIC TRANSPORT EHOED: UNDER TS CAP\TAST il




PROFIT AT ALL COSTo LEADS
To MANY cRiseS.WE DON'T
CAUSE THE CRISES BUT WE

CARRY THE BURDEN.
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ORGANIZING FOR
ECONOMIC JUSTICE!




e S
e

IN 2020, WHILE WORKERS STRUGGLED
TO FEED THEIR FAMILIES, TWO OF THE
LARGEST FOOD-PRODUCING COMPANIES
MADE A PROFIT OF US$ 20 MiLLiON A

DAY FROM RiSING FooD PRICES.

—
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ELECTRICITY 15 PRIVATIZED 50
THAT COMPANIES CAN MAKE
MORE MONEY. FIVE OF THE
LARGEST ENERGY COMPANIES
(BP, SHELL, TOTALENERGIES, ExfoN,
AND CHEVRON) MADE A COMBINED
PROFIT OF LSHS2 BILLION IN 202).

AS FUEL PRWCES GO UP,
THOSE WHO SUFFER
MOST ARE THE WORHKERS
WRO NEED FUEL To
PERFORM THEIR J08S OR
TO USE TRANSPORY TO
GET To WORK.




DESPITE THE DIFFICULTIES THEY FACE,
WORKERS EVERYWHERE ARE FINDING
WAYS 7O ORGANIZE AND SUPPORT EACH
OTHER -FROM PLANTING COMMUNITY
GARDEN_S 50 THAT EVERYONE CAN HAVE
SOMETAING TO EART OR TO SELL...

..To ALTERNATIVE AND SUSTAINED FORMS
OF RESISTANCE.TN SRi LANKA,FOR EXPMPLE,
A DALY WALK OF RESISTANCE AGAINST THE
Hich COST OF LNING WAS STARTED IN 20227
TO MAKE THE STRUGGLE ViSIBLE.
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ARGENTINIAN
CXCLUDED WORKERS
ARE CHALLENGING
THEIR GOVERNMENT
AND BATTLING
SYSTEM . TREY
DEMAND ACCESS
TO LAND, HoUsinG
AND WORW .

ECONOMIC |-
JUsTice FOR ALL. |

NOTHING FOR (),
WITHOUT US.

L




WORKERS_ARE CONNECTiNG. [ WE ARE BUILDING A MOVEMENT FoR AV

Qcaoss TI-\EGEJOERLDA Jg SHARE ALTERNATIVE WORLD BASED ON ]\F)ST IQICE AND
HEIR STRUGGLES A EQUALITY! WE COME FROM DiFFERENT

ORGANIZING STRATEGIES,AND ORGANIZATIONS, SECTORS AND COUNTRIES, BUT WE

STAND TOGE THER AS ONE.THERE
IS STRENGTH IN UNITY!

70 BUILD SOLIDARITY.
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WORKERS" VOICES

{ LISTENING TO THE VARIOUS PROBLEMS FACED
DIH[R[NT PLACES AND HEARING ABOUT PEQPLE'S
EXPERTENCES WITH THE ECONOMIC CRISIS AND

THE HIGH EOSTO VING, WE HAVE GAINED
BROADER [RS VETHANKS T0 OUR FRIENDS ROM
R[NT COUNTRIES. "

DIN

“WE WILL ORGANIZE AND FIGHT AGAINST
INEQUALLTIES AND INJUSTICE IN QUR WORKPLACE
AS THERE 1S STRENGTH IN UNITY. DESPITE THAT WE
COME FROM DIFFERENT ASSOCTATIONS AND SECTORS,
WE CAN COME AS ONE.”
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FOR MORE WORKERS'
EDUCATION MATERIALS, UISIT

WWIW.WIEGO.ORG






