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“C189 is ours. It was not won for us.  
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing
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https://www.ilo.org/travail/info/publications/WCMS_161104/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/travail/info/publications/WCMS_161104/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.wiego.org/resources/DWToolkit
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What is ratification?
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing
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Argentina shows the way
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However, there are still 162 countries yet to ratify. 
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Brazil: Still a Long Way to Go

���m��Brazil�7�����•�v�–���‰�-�v���u�-	ž�C�;�7���b�m���‘�•�•�v�:�����†�|���7�o�l�;�v	ž�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v���b�m���|�_�;���
�;�7�;�u�-�2�µ�o�����-�1�b�o�m�-�r���7�-�v��
�$�u�-�0�-�r�_�-�7�o�u�-�v���	�o�l�ê�v�¼�1�-�v���P�
�������$�!���	�Q�7���|�_�;�����-	ž�o�m�-�t���
�;�7�;�u�-	ž�o�m���o�=���	�o�l�;�v	ž�1���)�o�u�h�;�u�v�7���_�-�7���0�;�;�m��
�o�u�]�-�m�b�Œ�b�m�]���=�o�u���l�-�m�‹���‹�;�-�u�v���0�;�=�o�u�;���|�_�b�v���|�o���‰�b�m���t�-�0�o�†�u���r�u�o�|�;�1	ž�o�m�v�7���b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���0�‹���0�†�b�t�7�b�m�]���-�t�t�b�-�m�1�;�v���‰�b�|�_��
other social movements working on gender and race. 

���o�t�b�1�‹���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���v�|�-�u�|�;�7���b�m���|�_�;���1�o�†�m�|�u�‹���0�-�1�h���b�m���•�–�v�v�7���‰�_�;�m�����u	ž�1�t�;���•���o�=���|�_�;���m�;�‰�����o�m�v	ž�|�†	ž�o�m��
�]�†�-�u�-�m�|�;�;�7���7�o�l�;�v	ž�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v���•�•���o�†�|���o�=���|�_�;���‘�–���=�†�m�7�-�l�;�m�|�-�t���t�-�0�o�†�u���u�b�]�_�|�v�:���$�_�b�v���‰�-�v���=�o�t�t�o�‰�;�7���0�‹��
�t�-�‰�v���0�;�b�m�]���b�m�|�u�o�7�†�1�;�7���-�m�7���-�l�;�m�7�;�7���b�m���‘�•�•�u���-�m�7���‘�•�•�’���‰�_�b�1�_���]�-�ˆ�;���7�o�l�;�v	ž�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v���l�o�u�;���u�b�]�_�|�v�7��
�b�m�1�t�†�7�b�m�]���f�o�0���v�|�-�0�b�t�b�|�‹���=�o�u���r�u�;�]�m�-�m�|���7�o�l�;�v	ž�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v�7���-�m�7���-���“�“�J�_�o�†�u���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���‰�;�;�h�:�������t�-�‰���=�o�t�t�o�‰�;�7���b�m��
�‘�•�•�“���|�_�-�|���b�l�r�o�v�;�v���C�m�;�v���o�m���;�l�r�t�o�‹�;�u�v���‰�_�o���=�-�b�t���|�o���u�;�]�b�v�|�;�u���|�_�;�b�u���7�o�l�;�v	ž�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�P�v�Q�:��

�$�_�;�m�7���b�m���‘�•�•�”�7�����-�‰�����o�:���•�”�•���‰�-�v���r�-�v�v�;�7���‰�_�b�1�_�7���-�l�o�m�]���o�|�_�;�u���|�_�b�m�]�v�7���r�u�o�_�b�0�b�|�;�7���7�o�l�;�v	ž�1���‰�o�u�h���=�o�u��
�l�b�m�o�u�v���†�m�7�;�u���|�_�;���-�]�;���o�=���•�v�7���-�m�7���;�v�|�-�0�t�b�v�_�;�7���-�m���v�J�_�o�†�u���‰�o�u�h�b�m�]���7�-�‹�7���|�_�;���u�b�]�_�|���|�o���r�-�b�7���ˆ�-�1�-	ž�o�m��	ž�l�;�7��
�r�-�b�7���o�ˆ�;�u	ž�l�;�7���1�o�l�r�;�m�v�-	ž�o�m���=�o�u���†�m�=�-�b�u���7�b�v�l�b�v�v�-�t�7���-�m�7���-�1�1�;�v�v���|�o���v�o�1�b�-�t���v�;�1�†�u�b�|�‹���0�;�m�;�C�|�v���=�o�u���7�o�l�;�v	ž�1��
�‰�o�u�h�;�u�v���‰�_�o���‰�o�u�h���l�o�u�;���|�_�-�m���|�‰�o���7�-�‹�v���-���‰�;�;�h���=�o�u���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���;�l�r�t�o�‹�;�u�:

�$�_�;�v�;���r�o�t�b�1�‹���1�_�-�m�]�;�v���v�;�|���|�_�;���-�]�;�m�7�-���-�m�7���†�t	ž�l�-�|�;�t�‹���t�;�7���|�_�;���‰�-�‹���|�o���|�_�;�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�=�v���u�-	ž�C�1�-	ž�o�m���o�=��
���•�v�–���b�m���‘�•�•�v�:

�	�;�v�r�b�|�;���|�_�;�v�;���v�|�u�o�m�]���u�;�=�o�u�l�v�7���_�o�‰�;�ˆ�;�u�7���|�_�;�u�;���b�v���v	ž�t�t���-���t�o�m�]���‰�-�‹���|�o���]�o�:�����-�m�‹���7�o�l�;�v	ž�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v���-�u�;��
actually excluded because these rights are only guaranteed to those who work at least three days 
�-���‰�;�;�h���b�m���|�_�;���v�-�l�;���f�o�0�7���t�;�-�ˆ�b�m�]���|�_�;���l�-�m�‹���‰�_�o���‰�o�u�h���=�o�u���l�†�t	ž�r�t�;���;�l�r�t�o�‹�;�u�v���|�_�u�o�†�]�_�o�†�|���|�_�;���‰�;�;�h��
�;�Š�1�t�†�7�;�7���=�u�o�l���r�u�o�|�;�1	ž�o�m�:�����m�7�7���;�ˆ�;�m���‰�_�;�m���1�o�m�7�b	ž�o�m�v���-�u�;���l�;�|�7���o�[�;�m���|�_�;���u�b�]�_�|�v���-�u�;���m�o�|���;�m�=�o�u�1�;�7���-�v��
monitoring compliance is not strong enough. 

�
�������$�!���	���b�v���m�o�‰���C�]�_	ž�m�]���=�o�u���|�_�;���u�;�-�t�b�Œ�-	ž�o�m���o�=���|�_�;�v�;���u�b�]�_�|�v�:���$�_�u�o�†�]�_���|�_�;���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m���>���v�v�;�m	ž�-�t���-�u�;��
�o�†�u���u�b�]�_�|�v�?�7���|�_�;���†�m�b�o�m���b�v���C�]�_	ž�m�]���=�o�u���;�l�r�t�o�‹�;�u�v���-�m�7���|�_�;���v�|�-�|�;���|�o���u�;�1�o�]�m�b�Œ�;���|�_�;�b�u���o�0�t�b�]�-	ž�o�m���|�o���u�;�v�r�;�1�|��
�7�o�l�;�v	ž�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v�=���u�b�]�_�|�v�:���
�������$�!���	���_�-�v���-�t�v�o���7�;�ˆ�;�t�o�r�;�7���-�m���b�m�m�o�ˆ�-	ž�ˆ�;���|�u�-�b�m�b�m�]���1�o�†�u�v�;���ˆ�b�-���)�_�-�|�v���r�r��
�|�_�u�o�†�]�_���‰�_�b�1�_���“�•�•���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v���_�-�ˆ�;���0�;�;�m���|�u�-�b�m�;�7���o�m���t�-�0�o�†�u���u�b�]�_�|�v�7���v�o�1�b�-�t���v�;�1�†�u�b�|�‹�7���-�m�7���|�u�-�7�;���†�m�b�o�m�b�v�l�:��

���|�_�;�u���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�v���_�-�ˆ�;���7�;�1�b�7�;�7���m�o�|���|�o���u�-	ž�=�‹�7���1�t�-�b�l�b�m�]���|�_�-�|���|�_�;�b�u���m�-	ž�o�m�-�t���t�-�‰�v���-�t�u�;�-�7�‹���o�@�;�u���;�m�o�†�]�_��
�r�u�o�|�;�1	ž�o�m���=�o�u���7�o�l�;�v	ž�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v�:

���o�‰�;�ˆ�;�u�7���-�v�����-�|�-�t�b�-���!�o�0�t�;�7�o�J���o�m�|�u�;�u�-�v���=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����b�]�u�-�m�|���	�o�l�;�v	ž�1���)�o�u�h�;�u�v�����;�|�‰�o�u�h�7���r�-�u�|���o�=���
���(�7��
in the Netherlands �7���;�Š�r�t�-�b�m�v�7���|�_�b�v���b�v���o�[�;�m���m�o�|���|�_�;���1�-�v�;�9��

�<���[�;�u���|�_�;�����o�m�ˆ�;�m�¼�o�m���‰�-�v���-�7�o�r�|�;�7�6���7�o�l�;�v�¼�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v���v�|�-�u�|�;�7���1�-�l�r�-�b�]�m�b�m�]���=�o�u���u�-�¼�C�1�-�¼�o�m�8���)�;���_�;�r�7���o�†�u���C�u�v�|��
�7�;�l�o�m�v�|�u�-�¼�o�m���‰�b�|�_���†�m�7�o�1�†�l�;�m�|�;�7���7�o�l�;�v�¼�1���‰�o�u�h�;�u�v���|�o���r�u�o�l�o�|�;���|�_�;���1�-�†�v�;�8���)�;���u�;�1�;�b�ˆ�;�7���-���r�o�|���o�=���-�‚�;�m�¼�o�m��
�=�u�o�l���|�_�;�����o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|�6���;�ˆ�;�m���0�;�b�m�]���b�m�ˆ�b�|�;�7���|�o���v�r�;�-�h���‰�b�|�_���]�o�ˆ�;�u�m�l�;�m�|���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-�¼�ˆ�;�v���‰�_�o���‰�;�u�;���1�-�u�u�‹�b�m�]���o�†�|��
�u�;�v�;�-�u�1�_���o�m���u�-�¼�=�‹�b�m�]�����Ž�t�”�8��

�� �	�o�l�;�v	ž�1���)�o�u�h�;�u�v�����;�1�o�l�;���-�m���&�m�v�|�o�r�r�-�0�t�;�����o�ˆ�;�l�;�m�|���� 5

Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing
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Changing the law to fit C189
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing
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Membership Growth and Affiliate Development
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2.3 Collaboration Strengthens Global Solidarity
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2.4 More and better organizations
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Italy: Winning a Collective Agreement for Domestic Workers 
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing

http://www.awid.org/
https://idwfed.org/myfairhome
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Indonesia: Taking Action at the Community Level
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India: Organizing from the Bottom Up
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing
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Jamaica: The Time Has Come, Action Now 
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing



Middle East: Ending the Kafala System
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Belgium: Service Voucher System
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by a company that provides cleaning services 
in private households. 
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing
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Strengthening Domestic Workers Organizing
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing
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Organizing Migrant Domestic Workers: a truly international challenge
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Switzerland: Winning Protections for Undocumented Migrant Domestic Workers 
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing
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Argentina: A Mobile App for Domestic Workers
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Costa Rica: Organizing Across the Migration Corridor 
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Women in Informal Employment :
Globalizing and Organizing



Kenya: “We have to be creative”
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Guinea: Confronting the traffickers
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Child Domestic Workers
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India: Building a Child Rights Movement
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The Care Economy: Campaigning for a Just Care System
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Appendix: Ratifications of C189 - Domestic 
�)�o�u�h�;�u�v�����o�m�ˆ�;�m�|�b�o�m�7���‘�•�•�•���P���o�:���•�v�–�Q�V

Country �(�E�X�I���6�E�X�M�¼�I�HStatus

Argentina 24 March 2014 In Force

Belgium 10 June 2015 In Force

Bolivia 15 April 2013 In Force

Brazil 31 January 2018 In Force

Chile 10 June 2015 In Force

Colombia 9 May 2014 In Force

Costa Rica 20 January 2014 In Force

Dominican Republic 15 May 2015 In Force

Ecuador 18 December 2013 In Force

Finland 8 January 2015 In Force

Germany 20 September 2013 In Force

Grenada 12 November 2018 In Force

Guinea 25 April 2017 In Force

Guyana 9 August 2013 In Force

Ireland 28 August 2014 In Force

Italy 22 January 2013 In Force

Jamaica 11 October 2016 In Force

Madagascar 11 June 2019 In Force

Malta 14 May 2021 Not in Force (will enter into 
force on 14 May 2022)

Mauritius 13 September 2012 In Force

Mexico 3 July 2020 Not in Force (will enter into 
force on 3 July 2021)

Namibia 9 December 2020 Not in Force (will enter into 
force on 9 December 2021)

Nicaragua 10 January 2013 In Force

Panama 11 June 2015 In Force

Paraguay 7 May 2013 In Force

Peru 26 November 2018 In Force

Philippines 5 September 2012 In Force

Portugal 17 July 2015 In Force

South Africa 20 June 2013 In Force

Sweden 4 April 2019 In Force

Switzerland 12 November 2014 In Force

Uruguay 14 June 2012 In Force
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