
Things to look for on your ticket:

 Is everything written clearly?

(Your name, your license number, type of
license, any everything else on the ticket
should be legible and accurate.)

 Did the officer indicate that he
wants to be at the hearing?

(If the officer has checked this box, it means he/
she wants to testify at your hearing. You may have
to come back another day for the officer’s testi-
mony.)

 Is the correct regulation marked off?

(Example: You have been charged under “food 
vendor” regulations, but you are actually a gen-
eral vendor.)

•   Is the Place of Occurrence correct?

(The address written on the ticket must be cor-
rect.)

•   Do the “Details of Violation” match the 
regulation you are being ticketed for?

(Read carefully because often there are er-
rors. For example, maybe the ticket says you were
“set up” but not that you were “vending.”  Or, the 
ticket might accuse you of vending on a
“prohibited street,” which is different from a 
“restricted street.” )

 Did the officer sign the ticket?

(If not, the ticket must be dismissed. Ask the offi-
cer for his name and badge number for your
records.)

If the answer is NO to any of these questions, you
MAY be able to have the ticket dismissed. Make
sure you tell the judge about it.

This is information regarding the most common viola-
tions for (white license) general vendors and food ven-
dors. The laws are similar, but more complicated, for
artists, book vendors, and disabled veteran vendors. Call
us with any questions.

GV = general vendors FV = food vendors

Distance & Measurement Requirements: If you get a
ticket for violating these distance or measurement re-
quirements, tell the judge if the officer did not measure
(they usually don’t) and take a photo the same day show-
ing you taking the measurement with a tape measure.

 Crosswalks & Corners:

You must be at least 10 feet from a crosswalk or
corner. General vendors must measure from the cor-
ner (the property line extended). Food vendors must
measure from the crosswalk. GV 20-465(e), FV 17-315(e).

 Store Entrances:

Your cart or table must be at least 20 feet from near-
est entranceway to any building or store. If the door
permanently closed due to renovations, this rule
does not apply. The 20 foot requirement is measured
diagonally from the center of the entrance to the
closest corner of the vending table or cart. GV 20-465
(d), FV 17-315(e).

 Curbs:

You must “abut the curb,” which means your table or 
cart must be touching it. The ECB has interpreted
this to mean that you must be within 18 inches of the
curb. GV 20-465(a), FV 17-315(a).

 Fire Hydrants:

As long as you are not touching the fire hydrant or
other street furniture, you are legal. GV 20-465(c), FV
17-315(b). This is a frequent mistake on tickets. Offi-
cers confuse this rule with another rule that says you
cannot be “in the roadway within 15 feet of a fire 
hydrant,”but that section applies only to vendors in
the road itself, not those on the sidewalk. GV 2-304 (c) .

 Bus Stops:

General and food vendors cannot vend “within any 
bus stop.” FV 17-315(e), GV 20-465(e). The vending laws
do not define what a “bus stop” is or how far you 
must be from a bus stop sign.
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 Ventilation Grates:

General vendors cannot vend on top of a ventila-
tion grate, but food vendors can. GV 20-465(m) .

 Subway Entrances:

You must be at least 10 feet from the entrance. GV
20-465(e), FV 17-315(e).

 Parks:

Vending is not allowed in areas under the jurisdic-
tion of the Department of Parks, which includes
the area surrounding the park, unless you have an
additional permit for that particular park. GV 20–
465(j), FV 17-315(i).

 Sidewalk Width:

The sidewalk must be 12 feet wide before your
cart or table is placed there. This does not require
12 feet between your cart or table and the build-
ing. GV 20-465(a), FV 17-315(a).

Display Size:

The total vending area you are allowed to use is 8
feet by 3 feet. Any boxes or ice chests must be
stored under your table or cart. Although the food
vending regulations say that all items must be
“kept in or under the vending vehicle or push 
cart,” ECB usually makes an exception for sodas 
and water kept on top of the cart. GV 20-465(b), FV
17-315(c).

Street Restrictions:

 Take note of whether the street you were on
is restricted or prohibited. These regulations de-
pend on what you are selling and when you are
selling it. Check the appropriate list, available at
our office or 42 Broadway. If you are not sure,
give us a call.

 Special note for artists and book vendors: if a
Disabled Veteran Vendor is vending on a re-
stricted street, you may sell there also.
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BEAT THAT TICKET !
A GUIDE TO IMPORTANT

STREET VENDOR REGULATIONS

Frequently Asked Questions:

When should I go to E. C. B.?

You can go any day on or before the hearing date writ-
ten on your ticket. If you go after, you may be found
guilty by default and fined the maximum penalty.

Should I hire a lawyer or vendor advocate?

Not necessarily. You have the right to bring a lawyer
or advocate, but with a little preparation most vendors
can successfully represent themselves at ECB. If you
still need help after using this guide, Street Vendor
Project members get free assistance at ECB.

Should I ask to have the officer present?

Maybe. It is a difficult decision. You have the right to
do so, and it is important to hold officers accountable
for the tickets they give. On the other hand, calling the
officer means you will have to come back to court
another day, and the ticket still may not be dismissed.
Whatever happens, a police officer may not retaliate
against you because you called him to court.

Should I bring a friend to translate for me?

Yes. If you are not proficient in English, try to bring
somebody with you who can act as your interpreter.
The ECB does not provide translation.

Should I take this hearing seriously?

Yes. Fines have recently increased, to as much as
$1,000 per violation. All fines must be paid before you
renew your vending license. Be sure you read the
ticket carefully and understand the possible penalties
before you go to ECB.

How can I defend myself?

It is important to bring as much proof as possible.
Proof can include photographs, videos and statements
of witnesses. Photos are usually the most important,
and you should take them while the officer is there,
showing the location of your table or pushcart.

What can I do if I lose?

You must act quickly. You have 30 days to appeal a
judgment. The time limit starts the day ECB mails the
judgment to you. Appealing a decision is a long and
complicated process. Call for help.

What if my merchandise is taken?

Some violations allow the police to take your property,
and sometimes the police will take your property even
though it is illegal for them to do so. If your property
is taken, you should:
1) ask the judge for a same-day judgment, called an
“expedited decision”
2) wait for a copy of the judgment and, if you are
found guilty pay the fine (keep the receipt)
3) take the judgment papers to 100 Church Street
(NYC Law Dept.) to get a release
4) bring the release to the precinct that took your prop-
erty.

Warning: Forfeitable Offenses
Selling without a license or permit and selling on a
prohibited street can result in having your merchandise
or pushcart taken away for good. Be very careful
when answering this type of ticket, or call us for help.
See FV 17-321( c) and 17-322, GV 20-468 and GV 20-
469.

Important Notice

This brochure was written and published by the Urban
Justice Center Street Vendor Project and is meant to be
used as an informational guide for answering your
ticket. It is most definitely not a publication of the
City of New York. Regulations sometimes change, so
call us for the latest information.
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Health Code Requirements (Food Vendors):

 Food shall be protected from contamination. § 81.07
(a). This does not mean that you cannot display sam-
ple items such as pretzels, if do not sell them.

 All potentially hazardous foods shall be kept below
45°F or above 140°F, except during preparation. §
81.09 (a)

 Hats or hair nets must be worn when food is being
prepared. § 81.13(b)

 A person with a food protection course certificate
must supervise all food preparation. § 81.15(a)

 Mobile food processing carts must have hot and cold
running water. § 81.29(c). Metal, stem-type ther-
mometers must be readily accessible to measure tem-
peratures. § 81.09(i).

License & Pricing Requirements:

 Vendors must wear their license on the outside
of their clothing while vending. FV 17-311, GV
20-461.

 General vendors must display the price of the
merchandise either with one big sign (i.e.,
“sunglasses $5.00, hats $7.00”) OR by individu-
ally labeling each item. GV 2-307(b) (the ticket
must be written as “6 RCNY 2-307(b)” not just 
“2-307(b),” or it is invalid).

Record Keeping Requirements:

 General vendors must offer customers a receipt,
which must include the following: date, total pur-
chase price including tax, a description of the item;
the vendor’s license number and a statement that 
complaints can be made to the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs, listing the DCA’s address and phone 
number. GV 2-307(c).

Vendor Laws (continued)Am I being targeted?

Police officers can give you tickets, but they cannot
speak to you in a disrespectful manner, use bad lan-
guage, or threaten to take your merchandise. If you
experience police harassment, call the Civilian Com-
plaint Review Board at 1-800-341-2272, or call the
Street Vendor Project and we will help you file a com-
plaint.

Additionally, store owners do not have the right to
make you leave a public sidewalk or threaten you if
you do not. If a store owner is harassing you, call the
Street Vendor Project for advice and help.

The Street Vendor Project of the Urban Justice
Center was founded in October 2001 to provide
legal representation, advocacy and grassroots or-
ganizing support to street vendors of all kinds in
New York City.

Street Vendor Project
666 Broadway, 10th Floor

Tel: (646) 602-5679
Fax: (212) 533-4035

email: svp@urbanjustice.org
www.urbanjustice.org


