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WIEGO (Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing) 

Introduction
WIEGO’s IEMS study explored livelihood and productive characteristics of informal workers in 10 cities across Africa, Latin America and Asia. 
In examining conditions in which these workers live, we see that the quality of housing is closely linked with the vulnerability of informal workers’ work
Otherwise said: The more vulnerable you are in employment, more vulnerable you are in housing
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Informal Economy Monitoring Study (IEMS)
Across 10 cities in Asia, Africa and Latin America, WIEGO’s IEMS looked at three kinds of workers.
 
Data collected using both quantitative (surveys) and qualitative (focus group discussions) methods:
763 Waste Pickers: These are workers that work at waste sites, collecting waste and then sorting, recycling, and reselling it as their livelihood. Proximity to their locations of work is key. 
743 Street Vendors: These are workers who buy and sell goods from the street, pavement, from kiosks, small shops, mobile (street hawkers). For these workers, proximity to their “market” is key – these are spaces where they can find consumer demand for their goods. 
447 Home-Based Workers: These are workers who produce and sell from inside or nearby their homes. They can maintain their enterprise at little overhead cost, make use of household resources (space and utility connections). Makes effective use of time and money, social and human resources



Homes are 
productive 
assets. 
Homes are living spaces as 
well as economic spaces 
for storage, production and 
trading of goods. 
 
Informal workers involved in 
home-based work, street 
trading and waste picking 
use their living space to 
facilitate and assist in activities 
related to their line of work.  Paula Bronstein / Getty Images Reportage 



“I buy my materials in downtown Lima; I 
store and make my products at my own 
house.”  
-- Street Vendor (Acrylics), Lima, Peru 
 
Employers drop waste plastic at their 
homes and pick it up when the sorting 
process is finished. Most of the focus 
group use their homes as their 
workplace except for Yay. She works at 
her employers’ house. Their homes do 
not have enough space to store waste 
plastic and each must therefore try to 
find available space near their houses.  
-- Waste Pickers Focus Group, Bangkok, 
Thailand 
 Juan Arredondo / Getty Images Reportage 



       
 

 
Average Number of Rooms in Dwelling by Region and Sector 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
 This indicator looks at the size of dwellings, based on different types of worker in different geographical regions. 

Africa and Asia workers live in much smaller types of dwellings than Latin America. 
WP need storage and have less than other people. 
Smaller dwelling -- smaller space to store supplies  -- more vulnerable economic situation limits economic productivity. �
In Latin America, however, our sample worked in highly organised sectors and this seems to have translated to better living conditions




Basic services 
are inputs for 
informal 
workers’ 
productivity, 
health and 
hygiene. 
Water for preparing food, 
cleaning and disinfection. 
Electricity powers workers’ 
tools and machinery. 
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Access to water but in different ways: 

Water is an input in the production process: 
For street vendors, often their places of work (markets, streets) do not have water, or water can be expensive to access, so having water at home is necessary input
For example, SV who sells fruit and pre-cooked products, use it in preparation. 





Cooking at home helped them because 
they did not have to spend on water, 
since there’s no water in the market stalls 
or at the market and they would have to 
buy it in drums. Besides, since their 
routine is finishing to sell and then going 
to buy what they need for the following 
day right there, they save a trip. They 
don’t live too far away, so cooking at 
home is of help. 
-- Street Vendors Focus Group, Lima, Peru 
 
 
“I live near Nueva Esperanza, 12 de 
Agosto. I bring everything ready from 
home.”  
-- Infusions Seller (Street Vendor), Lima Peru Paula Bronstein / Getty Images Reportage 



Access to Piped / Improved Water by Region and Sector (%) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data shows: 
Africa and Asian cities: Waste pickers least likely to have access to piped/improved water
Africa: Most street vendors and Waste pickers surveyed are living in dwellings without access to piped/improved water sources

Access to water is crucial for informal workers like waste pickers: Health was a main concern in the focus group discussions. 
WP: Their linked to hygiene – lack of water, sanitation exacerbates their vulnerable situation. 
Working in landfills / waste sites, but many not be able to disinfect themselves – huge level of health risk.
WPs: health is an issue: wounds never heal, infections, they get sick all the time – when talking about hygiene, they are talking about it in relation to their work
Those with highest need for health and safety in their work (WPs) are least likely to get it. 
Linking housing, work, safety: Interventions in housing can improve health and safety especially in WP sector. Also storage.






 “When there is no light, the water motor 
stops working and there is less water and 
there is darkness in the house and 
everything stops.”  
-- Garment Worker, Lahore 
 
 
“When there is no electricity they cannot 
make dye and we receive the work late 
and then our own electricity fails and we 
have to work around electricity schedule 
which is erratic.”  
-- Garment Worker, Lahore 
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Presentation Notes
Electricity access is another input for home-based workers production process. 
IEMS didn’t ask about electricity for home specifically, but access to light is directly linked to productivity
For HBW especially in places like Lahore where garment workers depend on electricity for their work, it’s a big deal – blackouts means that work stops (they are using sewing machines). 
For home-based workers, their ability to continue getting work is based on their current production. No light means reduced production means threat to their future work opportunities. 



Improved Sanitation: Workers Who Live in  
Dwelling Unit with a Toilet by Region and Sector (%) 
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Improved sanitation is obviously linked with a number of other important health indicators. 
Africa, Asia: small percentage of WPs have access to improved sanitation. 
Access to a clean toilet, modern facility near where you live. Indicator of hygiene in the home. Probably linked to access to improved water 
Research team visited homes of Nakuru WPs– in many cases, they have no toilet facilities at all (some of the workers actually live on the landfill site in housing made from recycled materials). 

Again, vulnerability of WPs in Africa and Asia



Workers Who Live in Dwelling Unit  
with Dirt Floors by Region and Sector (%) 
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Presentation Notes
Existence of dirt floors - proxy indicator for informal housing. 
Formal housing will usually have flooring/foundation –so “existence of dirt floors” is used as a proxy for housing without foundations. 
Informal economy workers in African cities, esp WPs, are least likely to live in standard, formal housing conditions. WPs in Nakuru often living on the site itself, in sites of rubbish and houses made of rubbish. 
Susceptible to bad weather and natural disasters, climate issues, etc. The higher the number, the worse off. 

In Accra, Nakuru and Durban, working as WP is strongly associated with living in an informal settlement where nearly all houses have dirt floors. 



Conclusions 
Livelihood plays a direct role in 
access to decent housing.  
 
Homes are living spaces, and 
productive assets and essential for 
work.  
 
Basic services are essential inputs 
for informal workers’ production, 
health and hygiene. 
 
Vulnerable livelihoods are strongly 
linked with lower standards of 
housing.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The IEMS used a number of internationally comparable indicators of housing quality and living conditions so it is possible to link the findings to broader development goals (i.e. the MDGs and the MPI indicators)

One could look at this in terms of sector organization (Latin America), differences in living conditions between waste pickers and street vendors (Africa and Asia), or African cities more broadly.




THANK YOU 
 

www.wiego.org 
www.inclusivecities.org  
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