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RE:CALL TO THE GOVERNMENT OF KENYA TO TAKE URGENT AND IMMEDIATE
MEASURESTOENSURETHEFULLPROTECTIONOFECONOMICANDSOCIALRIGHTSOF
THEINFORMALSECTORINTHECONTEXTOFCOVID-19PANDEMIC

ABOUTKENASVIT

KENASVIT(KenyaNationalAllianceofStreetVendorsandInformalTraders)isanetworkofMicro

andSmallEnterprisesin Kenyaandderivesitsmembershipfrom thefoursub-sectorsi.e.

Manufacturing,Agri-business,TradeandService.Theorganizationwasbroughtaboutbythedesire

toimproveandsecurethesocio-economicpositionoftheentrepreneursthroughpoolingof

strengths.

The organization’sorigin istraced to a 2002-2004 study conducted by the Institute for

DevelopmentStudies(IDS)oftheUniversityofNairobithatidentifiedtheneedforStreetVendors

andInformalTraderstocometogetherinordertoenhancetheirbargainingpowerwithanarrayof
stakeholdersincludingthegovernment,localauthorities,andevendevelopmentpartnersinorderto

mainstream theirissuesin the developmentprocess.The formation ofmember-based but
professionallymanagedorganizationwasrecommendedaspartofthestrategyforensuring

effectiveness.

KENASVIT wasregisteredin the2006 undertheSocieties’Actof1968.Theorganization

represents400,000Informalentrepreneursin24counties:Nairobi,Nakuru,Eldoret,Kisumu,Migori,

Mombasa,Kitale,Machakos,Busia,Kakamega,Nyeri,Kisii,Thika,Embu Bondo and Voi

chapters/urbanalliancesamongothers.

STATEMENTONCOVID19RESPONSEINTHEINFORMALSECTOR

KENASVIT(KenyaNationalAllianceofStreetVendorsandInformalTraders)laudsandwelcomes



thegovernment’srapidresponseeffortstoputinplacemeasuresandmechanismstocushionSmall

scaleandmedium enterprisestradersintheinformalsectorduringthisdifficulttimesasresultof

COVID19menace,asannouncedbyHisExcellencythePresident.Westronglysupportthe

governmenteffortsincurbingthespreadoftheCOVID-19pandemicandwepledgeto helpstem

thevirusinourcountry.

AswerallyinthefightagainstthespreadoftheCOVID19disease,weshouldtakenoteofthe

socialandeconomicimpactofthediseasetotheinformalsector.Itisevidentthatthecountry’s

highestsourceofemploymentistheinformalsector.AccordingtoKenya’sEconomicSurvey2015

indicatedthattheinformalsectoremployed11.8millionpeoplein2014against2.4millioninthe

modernorformalsector.ItisalsoworthtoacknowledgethatKenyahasthehighestrateof

informalsectoremploymentat77.9%incomparisontoothercountriesintheEastAfricanregion

(UNECA,2015).

Inspiteofthis,informaltradersfaceverylimitedrecognitionandaremoreoftenlookeduponwith

disdainandmistrustbythepublicauthoritiesandmembersoftheupperclassesinsociety.

Vendorsfaceharassment,confiscationofgoods,evictionsandareforcedtopaybothbribesand

fines.Mediareportshaveshownexperiencesofvendorsbeingkilledbypublicservantswhohave

goneScottFree.Allthesechallengesareexacerbatedbyinadequaciesinspatialplanningpolicy,

insufficiencies in delivery ofpublic goods and services and unresponsive socialpolicies.

Vulnerabilityintheinformalsectorisamanifestationofdecadesofneglectandfailedsocialand

economicpolicy.

While KENASVIT acknowledgesthatthe currentextraordinary timescallforextraordinary

emergencyresponsestrategiesandunityofpurposetomitigatetheeffectsoftheCOVID-19virus,

KENASVITwishestobringtotheforethefollowing:

1.THAT accordingtoourconstitutionsovereignpowerbelongstothepeopleanditistobe

exercisedinaccordancewiththeConstitution.Thismeansthatanypolicymeasureputinto

placebythegovernmenttofightagainstCOVID19diseasemustbeinthebestinterestof

Kenyacitizens.

2.THATinemployingtheaforesaidmeasures,alldutybearers,bothinpublicandprivate

sectors,mustobserveahumanrights-basedapproach.Thismeansthatanydirective,policy

ormechanism mustbeintandem withhumandignity,non-discrimination,inclusiveand

protectionofthemarginalised.

3.THATtheneedsofinformalsectorbeingthelargestsourceofemploymentformajorityof

Kenyansmustbeconsideredtosafeguard socialandeconomicrightsofthetradersas

theirsourceoflivelihood.

4.THATtheinformalsectordespitebeingakeypillartooureconomyhasbeenignoredby

successivegovernmentregimeshenceleavingthem exposedandvulnerabletoallmanner

ofabusesbyboththelocalgovernment-countyaskarisandthepolice.

5.THATthegovernmentfailuretosafeguardtheinformalsectorinthepastpredisposesthe

traderstoallpossiblethreatsresultingfromCOVID19.Thismeansthatinformaltraders

aremostdisadvantagedbymeasuresalreadyinplacetocontaintheviruswhich threaten

theirdailysurvival.KENASVITparticularlywishtohighlightonthefollowing:-



i. Theeconomicimpacton theban ofimportation ofsecondhand clothes

commonlyreferredtoas“Mitumba”.Highnumberofstreetvendorsdepend
onthemitumbabusinessasasourceoflivelihood.

ii. Socialdistancingininformaltradesettingsisverydifficultandimpracticaldue

totheprevailingcongestedworkarrangements.Lackoftradingspacesexposes

thetradersandcaneasilyactasmediumoftransmissionofCOVID19

iii. Closureofopenmarkets.Majorityofinformaltraders’livehandtomouthhence

cannotstayathome.Equally,Urbanhouseholddependonfreshproduceof

informalmarketsandsoshuttingthem down negativelyimpacton food

securityinurbanhouseholds.

iv. Government’smeasuresonsocialprotection(NHIF,cashtransfersforPwDs,or

affirmativeactionprogrammes)hasconsiderablyfailedtoprotecttradersin

theinformalsector

6.THAT whilstitisunderstoodthatincasesoflife-threateningcircumstances,certainrights

maybelimited,KENASVITwishestoreiteratethatcertainrightsare non-derogable under

nationalandinternationalhumanrightsobligations.Theseincludetherighttolife,freedom

from torture,inhuman and degrading treatment,freedom from slavery,fairtrial,

and habeascorpus.IthasbeennotedwithalotofconcernthatInformaltradersarethe

highestvictimsoftheongoinggovernmentsdirective7:00pm to 5am curfew.Law

enforcershavebeenusingexcessforcewhileenforcingthedirective.Itworthnoting,Any

restrictionsshouldmeetthestandardsofnecessityandproportionalityandinlinewith

Article24oftheConstitutiononlimitationoffundamentalrightsandfreedomsand

internationalhumanrightsimperatives.

7.THATInviewoftheneedtocontainthespreadoftheCOVID-19diseaseandsecurelives

whileatthesametimeupholdingthedignityandhumanrightsofallKenyans,KENASVIT

therefore CALLSUPON:

i. Thegovernmenttoupholdandrespectconstitutionalprincipleonpublic

participationwhenforminganyagency,committeeorbodymandatedto

overseetheoperationsinthefightagainsttheCOVID 19disease.For

example,therecentgazettedEmergencyboardcommitteeisnotreflective

oftheallsectorsinthecountryespeciallytheinformalsectorhasbeen

excluded.

ii. ThegovernmenttoputinplacemeasurestocushiontradersintheMitumba

business.ALSO;engagestakeholdersinthesectortohelpdeveloplong-

term solutionevenasthegovernmentbeginstherolloutplantoban

importationofsecondhandclothesinthecountryinlinewithgovernment’s

moveofpromotinglocalmanufacturingindustries“BuyKenyaBuildKenya”.

iii. ThegovernmenttoSupporttheinformaltraderswithprovisionofsanitizers,

masksandglovesforpurposesofpublicsafety.



iv. Longerterm,thegovernmentandurbanplannerstoplancitieswithbuilding

designsthatcaterfortraders,artisansandpeasants.Thesefacilitiesshould

includeadequateroomsizeforwork,storageanddisplay.Thereshouldalso

beagoodsupplyofcleanwater,electricityandgarbagecollection.

v. Identificationandsubsequentsupportoftheneedycasesintheinformal

sectorshouldbedonethroughtheMicroandasmallenterpriseauthority

(MSEA)whichisalegalstructureunderMicroandSmallEnterprisesActof

2010.

vi. The nationalassembly to expedite enactmentofvarious subsidiary

legislationtoallow forvarioustaxreliefasdirectedbythepresidentof

republicofKenya;e.g.Reductionofturnovertaxfrom3%to1%,VATfrom

16% to14% andfinallysuspensionofCreditReferenceBureaupenalties

(CRB)listingduringthepandemicperiod.

Forfurtherinformation,pleasecontactusthrough:

KenyaNationalAllianceofStreetVendorsandInformalTraders(KENASVIT)P.O.Box2015

Nakuru,KenyaOfficeTel:(020)2680030;orthrough

SecretaryGeneral

Nairobichapter

SamuelMburu

niscof2008@yahoo.com

Mobilephone:0721540273


