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            This publication is a brief version of the 3rd edition of Women and Men in the Informal Economy: A Statistical Picture (ILO 2018).

 
The 3rd edition of Women and Men in the Informal Economy estimates that two billion (61 per cent) of the global employed population earn their living in the informal economy (ILO 2018). It shows that informality exists in countries at all levels of socio-economic development. Although it is more prevalent in developing countries than developed countries, informality encompasses a wide range of jobs and economic activities with no work-based social protection: from street vending, home-based work in global and domestic value chains, waste-picking and domestic work to short-term contract work.
For this edition, the ILO processed micro-data for more than 100 countries representing more than 90 per cent of the world’s employed population aged 15 years and older.
The brief will soon be published in Spanish and French.



      
  


  
    

      
            
                Go to publication
                                    (pdf)
                            

      
  


  
    

        
    
      
  
    

      
             


      
  


    

  


  


  
    

      
  
    Informal Economy Topic

          
              Statistics

              

      


  


  
    

      
  
    Language

          
              English

              

      


  


  
    

      
  
    Publication Type

              WIEGO Briefs

          


  


            

        
                    
                
  
      Related Publications

    

      
  
    
      
      
          WIEGO Annual Reports

2022-2023 WIEGO Annual Report
By    
        WIEGO    





    WIEGO Briefs

The Impact of COVID-19 on Employment in India
By    
        Raveendran Govindan    





    WIEGO Briefs

The Impact of COVID-19 on Employment in Mexico, 2020-2023
By    
        Tomás Ramírez, Joann Vanek    





    WIEGO Briefs

Workers in Informal Employment in El Salvador: A Statistical Profile, 2019-2021
By    
        Mathilde Bouvier, Joann Vanek    





    WIEGO Briefs

The Collection of Data on Waste Pickers in Colombia, 2012-2022
By    
        Federico Parra, Joann Vanek    






    

  
          View all publications


      




  


  
    

      Related Blog Posts

  
    
      
      
          Domestic Workers Worldwide: 5 Key Facts 
By    
        WIEGO Blog    





    City-level statistical snapshots for South Africa and Thailand available for the first time
By    
        Joann Vanek    





    Comprendre le terme statistique « non-salarié dépendant » : une interview avec Firoza Mehrotra
By    
        WIEGO  Blog    





    Understanding the Statistical Term “Dependent Contractor”: A Q&A with Firoza Mehrotra
By    
        WIEGO  Blog    





    Entender el término estadístico “contratista dependiente”: Una entrevista con Firoza Mehrotra
By    
        WIEGO  Blog    






    

  
          



Visit the WIEGO Blog
  


            

                        

            


  





  


              
    

  


      
        
    
  
    

        
        
              
        
  
      For Media

    

        
    
      
  
    

      
            For members of the media: find contacts, our latest news and press releases, and information


Visit Press Room



      
  


    

  


  


      

    
          
        
  
      Stay informed

    

        
    
      
  
    

      
            Sign up for WIEGO updates and newsletters. (WIEGO's Privacy Policy).


Subscribe



      
  


    

  


  


      

    
          
        
  
      Cite Our Materials

    

        
    
      
  
    

      
            If using our materials, please cite the source.


How to cite wiego.org



      
  


    

  


  


      

            

      


  


  


    
  
      
      
        
            
            
            
  Footer menu

  

        
      	
                                        Home
              
	
                                        About Us
              
	
                                        Our Work & Impact
              
	
                                         Informal Economy
              
	
                                        Publications & Resources
              
	
                                        Blogs
              
	
                                        Contact Us
              


  

  

  
      Connect With Us

    

      	
	
	
	


  


            
  Footer (Privacy)

  

        
      	
                                        Privacy Policy
              
	
                                        Terms of Use
              
	
                                        Safeguarding
              
	
                                        WIEGO © 2024
              


  

  

        

    



    
        
        
    


      
    

  


    
              	
        About Us
                                	
        What We Do
              
	
        Who We Are
                                	
        WIEGO Institutional Members
                                	
        HomeNet Thailand
              


  
              
	
        WIEGO Individual Members
              
	
        WIEGO Board
                                	
        Past Board of Directors
              
	
        WIEGO Board Biographies
              


  
              
	
        WIEGO Team
                                	
        WIEGO Team Bios
              


  
              
	
        Donors
              


  
              
	
        News & Events
              
	
        Our Manifesto
              
	
        General Assemblies
              
	
        Annual Reports
              
	
        Job/Contract Postings
                                	
        Global Focal City Coordinator
              
	
        WIEGO Worker Educator
              


  
              
	
        Press Room
              


  
              
	
        COVID-19
                                	
        COVID-19 Crisis and the Informal Economy Study
              
	
        Support informal workers' campaigns
              
	
        Resources for Informal Workers
              
	
        Domestic Workers
              
	
        Home-Based Workers
              
	
        Street Vendors
              
	
        Waste Pickers
              


  
              
	
        Our Work
                                	
        Programmes
                                	
        Organization & Representation
              
	
        Statistics
              
	
        Law Programme
                                	
        Administrative Justice for Informal Workers
              
	
        Home-based workers in Bulgaria: Using the ILO Reporting Mechanism to Work
              
	
        Law Programme Engagement in Global Agenda Setting Processes
              


  
              
	
        Social Protection
                                	
        Social Protection Briefing Notes
              


  
              
	
        Urban Policies
              


  
              
	
        Focal Cities
                                	
        Accra
              
	
        Dakar
              
	
        Delhi
                                	
        Delhi Diary
                                	
        Delhi Diary: 2020
                                	
        Delhi and the COVID-19 Epidemic  COVID-19 and Delhi’s Waste Pickers
              
	
        Focal City Learning Meeting 2020
              
	
        Not just hunger but also safety: Relief for waste pickers during COVID-19
              


  
              
	
        Impact of COVID-19 on Street Vendors in India: Status and Steps for Advocacy
              
	
        July 2020
              
	
        New Year's Message
              
	
        Rebuilding Lives in Resettlements: The Story of Savita Ben
              


  
              


  
              
	
        Lima
              
	
        Mexico City
                                	
        Los Rifados de la Basura Campaign 
              


  
              


  
              
	
        Special Initiatives
                                	
        Research
              
	
        Exposure Dialogues
              
	
        Policy Dialogues
              


  
              
	
        Informal Economy Themes
                                	
        Organizing & Organizations
              
	
        Inclusive Cities and the Urban Informal Economy
                                	
        Working in Public Space: Resources
              


  
              
	
        Social Protection
                                	
        Income Security for Older Workers
              
	
        Informal Economy Podcast
              
	
        Workers' Health
              


  
              
	
        Law & Informality
              
	
        Formalizing
              
	
        Women's Economic Empowerment
              


  
              


  
              
	
        Informal economy
                                	
        History & Debates
              
	
        Statistics
                                	
        Statistical Picture
              
	
        Concepts, Definitions & Methods
              
	
        Development of Statistics on the Informal Economy
              


  
              
	
        Occupational Groups
                                	
        Domestic Workers
                                	
        "Making C189 Real": The Domestic Workers Project
              


  
              
	
        Home-Based Workers
              
	
        Street Vendors
              
	
        Waste Pickers
                                	
        Waste Pickers Fighting Climate Change
              


  
              


  
              
	
        Poverty, Inequality & Growth Linkages
                                	
        Links with Poverty
                                	
        Hierarchies of Earnings and Poverty
              
	
        Links with Poverty: Data Sources
              
	
        Links with Poverty: Earlier Findings
              


  
              
	
        Links with Inequality
              
	
        Links with Growth
              
	
        Links with Economic Crises
                                	
        Impact of the Global Recession on Members of SEWA in India
              
	
        Support to Informal Workers During & After Economic Crises
              


  
              


  
              
	
        Worker Stories
              
	
        Policy Framework
              


  
              
	
        Publications & Resources
                                	
        WIEGO Publication Series
                                	
        WIEGO Working Papers
              
	
        WIEGO Briefs
              
	
        WIEGO Resource Documents
              
	
        Workers' Lives
              


  
              
	
        ILO-WIEGO Statistical Reports
              
	
        Worker Education & Advocacy Resources
                                	
        WIEGO Monitoring, Learning and Evaluation Toolkit
              


  
              
	
        Peer reviewed publications
              


  
              
	
        Blogs
              


  




    






  