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Domestic Workers Create the Future: Founding of the International Domestic
22N] SNEQ CSRSNYIGA2Y 0O0L52CUO
By Chris Bonner, WIEGO Organization and Representation Programme Director

You have created your future right were joined by over 100 or so localdisplayed exhibitions of their work
here, these past three days. You domestic workers, trade unionists and publications. Government
have created the first international from other sectors and countries, officials from Uruguay spoke about
trade union federation in history  representatives of the International various policies and laws that
that will be run entirely by women. Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) protect domestic workers in
You have also created a federationand the ILO as well as many NGOsUruguay. Workshops were held to
of workers who until recently were and researchers. WIEGO was thereshare experiences and ideas on
not even perceived as workers. Youn full force with Organization &  important issues, and WIEGO and
have demonstrated that there is no Representation Programme the IDWN launched a new book on
such thing as "unorganizable" Director Chris Bonner and Europeathe struggle of domestic workers fo
workers. Regional Advisor Karin Pape playing Convention and the building of
important roles in steering the their international organizationYes
Dan Gallin spoke these words whileonstitution from inception to 28 5AR LOHEé 12¢ |(iKS 2
Above and Below: Photos from| addressing the Founding Congressadoption and in coordinating the  Domestic Workers Won Their
the IDWF Founding Congress| ©f the IDWF in Montevideo, ZB8  elections. The Steering Committee International Rights and

October 2013. His moving speech with the IDWN Coordinator, Recognitiorby Celia Mather is
Photos by Martha Chen summarized the significance of the Elizabeth Tang, also played a crucialvailable on theVIEGO website
momentous event, when The strategic and coordination role,

LYGSNYyFGAz2y Ll t 5 2s¥pPartédbyBarbrd BubiSdife) On the final day delegates elected &
Network (IDWN) transformed itself International Union of Food and  six person, all women Executive

into the first global union Allied Workers (IUF) and ateam Committee, and six alternate
organization in the world run by  from the IUF Regional Office in members. Myrtle Witbooi from
women: the International Domestic Montevideo. South Africa was elected as
Workers' Federation (IDWF). He President and Ernestina Ochea from
went on to say that domestic The Congress was preceded by  Peru as Deputy President, with
workers and their new federation regional workshops where Elizabeth Tang from Hong Kong as

$SNB aLI NI 27F { Kpbrticdig Brashdd o thie ( K $he General Secretary.
G§NF RS dzy A2y Y2 @S0ostfulien @énd made nominations
for their regional representatives onA final highlight of the Congress was
The Founding Congress of the IDWHRe Executive Committee. Such  the closing address by the President
was held in Montevideo, Uruguay: preparations meant that the of Uruguay, who warmly welcomed
Dan Gallin of the GLI. Dan is|| the first country to ratify the Constitution was well understood the domestic workers to his
former director of the WIEGO|| Domestic Workers Convention and owned by the delegates and country, saying that many business
Organization and Representatidf (ILC189), and the first country in  thus unanimously adopted, despite and professional people hold

Programme, a former WIEGO | Latin America to sign a formal initial contested ideas. It also mean®2 y F S NB y (’)@ a Ay | |NYz3 dzl
Board member and current || collective bargaining agreement  that the election of the Executive | € 20 Y2NB 6KSY |6S KI
member of the ORP Advisory| | Petween employers, government = Committee and Office Bearers wasHe said he was proud to host a
Committee. and domestic workers. The IDWF open, democratic and smoothly runmeeting of domestic workers who
already has 48 affiliated KFR 0SSY AGSUSNYI|ffe vy
organizations representing around Spirits were high throughoutthe ¢ K2 | N8B aidF 1Ay 3 |0 KS4a¢
300,000 domestic workers Congress and the hall was filled witbrder to organize to be able to fight

worldwide. There were 80 voting  songs and inspiring speeches, whild 2 NJ § KSANJ 3A @Sy NR IK{
delegates at the Congress, which outside the hall domestic workers
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Above and Below: WIEGO Visits
the Juan Cacharpa and Ave Fen

Waste Picker Sites in Montevideaq,

Uruguay

Photos by Federico Parra

Members of the Ave Fenix
cooperative sort recyclables at a w|
-equipped facility cdinanced by a
new law that makes packaging
manufacturers and producers
responsible for the cost. A levy

charged to these companies has
made possible the creation of two
such segregating centres. Twenty
one workers receive minimum wag
to sort the waste, along with
uniforms and equipment. They pic!
up the materials from dropffs at
local supermarkets, and are able
keep 100 per cent of the money
from the sale of recyclables.

a

WIEGO Visits the Waste Pickers of Montevideo, Uruguay
By Leslie Vryenhoek, WIEGO Writer and Editor, and Deia DeBrito, WIEGO Waste Picker Programme
Communications Officer
Between the annual WIEGO Board(i KS Y dzy A OA LI f A (i dlongR&darizifigiocesst 13 20833
F'yR 2L9DhQ&a ¢S YtheaighShings/Fb@eXample, city after one year of negotiations, they
WIEGO Board and Team membersdrop off points where waste can bemanaged to secure a designated
visited three waste picker accessed and sorted do not includestreet for work. Finally, in 2005
organizations in Montevideo, shelter, so the work is miserable in another special space was
Uruguay. the rain. Another problem he designated for the waste pickers,
identified is the small scale of outside the new sanitary landfill
One group visiteduan Cacharpa interventions. For example, the citysite. The cooperative model started
the oldest waste picker cooperativehas plans to integrate waste pickergaking shape, allowing them to
operating in Montevideo. Juan into its formal waste management finally set up their cooperative in
Cacharpa was established in 2005 systemc but this will only provide 2006.
after the Second Latin American  regular work for 128 of the 15,000
Congress. They are located near theaste pickers. Today, Felipe Cardoso is the larges
main official dumpsite, though they cooperative in Montevideo with
have never worked inside it. At theifn 2009 Juan Cacharpa became a more than 80 members. Although
site, a cooperative leader named formalized cooperative. Now, improvements have been made in
Eduardo explained the Eduardo says, they must deal with terms of space available, their
2NHFYAT FGA2y Q8 Kpaperdveky®l out fgiiRs afddzilNIgfking conditions remain very
struggles. He recalled a time of ~ taxes. And while there have been poor, especially those related to
brutal oppression of waste pickers, improvements in working health and safety. Now, the
whose efforts to make a living at  conditions, the income has not cooperative is moving towards a
the dumpsite were met with police improved. As a result, the formalization process. Its members
dogs, arrests and even shootings. cooperative currently only sustains will be contracted by an NGO to
That treatment eventually led to a five members (the minimum perform a recycling service, receive
2002 protest in which the waste  number to maintain legal status). a minimum wage from the
pickers chained themselves to the He says they live on less than government and will no longer have
gates. This was the first battle in theninimum wage and have not been to work in the open. The workers,
FAAKG G2 NBO2 3y rabléto adiatick Bemsalvés] BitNdvislle looking forward to the perks
rights and open the dumpsite so  has a vision for the future, fora  that come with these changes, say
workers could earn their healthy system where the work is they were excluded from the
livelihoods. profitable and beneficial to workersdiscussions and have many
the city and the environment. complaints about the new system.
Almost a decade later, there is morélowever, he says for waste pickersChanges will have to be made
acceptance of this work, but also to compete effectively in the before they will accept it.
still struggle. The cooperative has market will require investment and
formal agreements of cooperation intervention by the government.  The third site Ave Fenixis a
with the Social Development cooperative formed as a result of
Minister and other institutions During another site visit, the the implementation of a National
regarding where to collect the members of~elipe Cardoso Law on extended producer
recyclable materials. (The explained that formalization must responsibility (EPR). In Uruguay, it i5
cooperative has two big clients, onénvolve an inclusive and commonly referred to as the
an educational institute.) The participatory process forittobea at F Ol F3IAy3a [ gZ¢
cooperative also saved up and desirable goal for workers. Locatedthat producers of packaging pay for
bought a truck a few years ago so ibn the outskirts of Montevideo and their recyclable materials to be
can pick up from businesses. at the edge of a closed landfill, collected and sorted by a group of
Felipe Cardoso is the result of a 10organized waste pickers. Producers
Waste is sorted at a recently year struggle involving the Trade of packaging are thus danders of
secured, covered sorting centgga  Union of Clasificadores (UCRUS), the system and machinery,
big improvement, though not the only waste picker organization including compensation of the
perfectg or in the homes of the affiliate of the National Trade Unionworkers. The facility is located
members, where spouses and Confederation. between Montevideo and
children can also help. Canelones, and under the
After years of organizing, they camgurisdiction of the Canelones
Asked what the municipality does to an agreement with the Municipality.
for Juan Cacharpa and other wastemunicipality to receive the contents
picker organizations, Eduardo of special garbage trucks on their
smiled a little ruefully. In truth, he daily route to the landfill. Their
explained, they try to do things to members used to work individually
help ¢ but because consultation  inside the dumpsite and since the
with waste pickers is not thorough, union was created they began a
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the City, and demanded the
immediate return of the street

Johannesburg.

MembershipBased Organizations

(MBOs) of vendors and hawkers
marched to the offices of Executiv|
Mayor Parks Tau in protest of the
removal of the informal traders by

vendors to their trading spaces in

Photo by Puxley Makgatho, Busindg

Day Live

Kuapa Kokoo Pa Pa Paa: The Best of the Best Cocoa Farmers
By Carol Wills, Independent Consultant

One of four partners in the WIEGO a project inception workshop was increase the participation of women
project Developing Leadership and for 35 Board members and staff to as active cooperative members and
Business Skills for Informal Womenrensure that everyone was informedf S RSNBA X Ay ONBI| & §
Workers in Fair Trade, Kuapa Kokoof the details of the WIEGO projectover and access to assets,

is a huge cooperative of more than and would have the opportunity to strengthen organizations and
80,000 cocoa farmers in Ghana, ask questions. The workshop was improve their ability to access
West Africa. Kuapa Kokoohasa F2f f 26 SR 0@ | (i énarkéldadd genarxtsintonie and,
strong track record in promoting  Forum for more than 250 women by the end of 2015, develop a
62YSy0a f SI RS NE Kfarmars. ltwgdska jogfyl, Boisg, T backage of resources accessible to
main objectives is to enhance the exuberant event with much singing cooperatives all over Africa. By the
participation of women in the and dancing as well as serious end of the project, 2,800 Kuapa
decision making process at all levelsaining sessions on the Kokoo women farmers will have

of operation and organization. The characteristics and responsibilities been trained in leadership and
cooperative currently has a womanof a good leader. The Forum increased their participation in the
president and half of its main Boardprovided an opportunity for raising cooperative and its local societies.

62Y

members are women. Kuapa Koko@wareness of the WIEGO project, 2 SQNB OSNE SEOA (8§ G2
strives to become the most globallywhich was greeted with much this project, and to share the

recognized, leading, caring and  cheering and clapping. findings across Fair Trade networks

efficient cooperative in cocoa throughout the continent.

production and marketing. The threeyear WIEGO project is a

In May this year, Kuapa Kokoo heldorogramme of capacity building to

Sudden Mass Evictions of Street Vendors in Johannesburg, South Africa

Sources:

¢k yel % 010Qa& 21y tSGGSNI G2 (GKS /Ade 2F W2KIlyySa
[ 2al Gdz ¢KNRPga LGa 2SAIKI SKAYR LYF2NXYIF{ ¢NIJRSNA:
On illegality, Lawlessness and lllegitimacy

Beginning in early October, a entering buildings. Isawaperson RSYlF yRSR 'y SyR | i K
number of Johannesburg being dragged out of his vehicle. | { 6 $SL¥ FyR G(KS NB&aidz2N

Metropolitan Police Department
(JMPD) agents forcefully evicted

saw a JMPD officer threaten a displaced vendors, and issued a
female trader with a broken stick, memorandum. One Voice Director
local street vendors as partofa Yy R Lidzf f G KS i NI RaéhdNSedmsn indickt&d tHathiymark
8dzLILI2 ASR a/ t Sl y daw®Bedian hitamanonhis  rights lawyers have also been
commissioned by Executive Mayor head with a stick. | saw another ~ contacted, as this operation has
1P§1r§s Taugt iy of which has policeman grab a long pole from onaffected the means to survive for so
been highly contésted in the media of the shops and use it to prod and many.
¢ KS & NB Sviire @Sy R 2 tEnd éhreaten people as he ran
treated like criminals and some haddown the road shouting at people toHowever, IMPD spokesman
not been able to work for more thanOf S NJ | g & &é Superintendent Wayne Minnaar said
20 day ¢  Loyen Ki& N city the cleanrup operation only
officials another eyewitness and  According to reports, stalls allocatedargeted illegal traders, illegal taxi
independent consultant Tanya ZackBy the City had been broken down, ranks and those trading in
reports, and the vendors forcefully removed contravention with the bylaws and
without written notice or restrictions.
G¢KS AYTF2NNIE ( Néxpadationfeqdrdiess df haviKgh OK | NB
rented from the City by traders paid for rentals through 2015 in On December 5th, the
[have] been removed. There were some cases. An estimatédd00 Constitutional Court sided with the
many JMPD and SAPS officers on thiedershave been displaced in the South Africa National Traders and
street. A number of SARS and operation. Retail Alliance (Santra) and the
Customs police were also present. South Africa Informal Traders'
The uniformed people were stoppindn response, the Congress of SouthForum (SAITF), representing 2,000
traders and passersby, checking  African Trade Unions (Cosatu) vendors, returning them their right
asylum papers. They were chasing supported a march by the street  to trade. For more read thisrticle
traders and searching them. Googls vendors through Johannesburg to from IOL News
including goods such asboxesof (G KS al @2NJ ¢ dzQa 2FFA0Saod ! faz
applesg were being confiscated.  involved in the march were South For additional information, please
Shop keepers were closing their  African National Traders Retail refer to the following articlesThe
s shops and police were shouting at Alliance (Santra), One Voice and  scouring of Jo'burg's inner cjty
them to close their shops. Some  other associations of street vendorsJoburg informal traders accuse
JMPD and SAPS officers were and hawkers. The vendors officials of illegal evictions
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